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GLOBAL ILLUMINATION PROJECT 
Statement 

HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [9.58 pm]: This evening I rise to speak about the Global 
Illumination project. I count nine female members in the chamber at the moment. The sad reality is that one in 
nine Australian women will be diagnosed with breast cancer during their lifetime; so of the nine female members 
in the chamber at the moment, one of us is destined to get breast cancer. That is the sad reality. However, 
through the many initiatives around the world, we are trying to ensure there are zero deaths from breast cancer 
by 2030. I draw members’ attention to the Global Illumination project. As members leave the house this evening, 
if they leave by the front entrance, they will notice that Parliament House is bathed in a beautiful shade of pink.  

Hon Phil Edman: I saw that tonight.  

Hon LIZ BEHJAT: Hon Phil Edman, it is a reminder of what that is there for. This is the third year that 
Parliament House has been lit up in pink as part of Global Illumination week, but it is the first year since I have 
been involved that it has occurred during a sitting week. At other times it has been during our non-sitting weeks, 
so I have not been able to draw members’ attention to it. But with the permission of the Presiding Officers—for 
that, Mr President, I thank you, and Mr Speaker from the other place—this will take place for what is now the 
third year. 

The Global Illumination project is an initiative that was started by the Estée Lauder Companies in October 2000 
with the illumination of New York’s Empire State Building to spread awareness of breast cancer and raise funds 
for the National Breast Cancer Foundation. Since that initiative began in 2000, more than 200 significant 
buildings, monuments and landmarks in over 50 countries have been illuminated. Some of the buildings—I will 
not run through the entire list—in Australia, for instance, are the Sydney Opera House, Brisbane City Hall, 
Parliament House and Old Parliament House in the Australian Capital Territory, Federation Square in 
Melbourne, and the National Library of Australia. In Canada there is Niagara Falls and Vancouver Art Gallery. 
In China there is the Century Towers building in Beijing. In Denmark there is the Hotel D’Angleterre in 
Copenhagen. In Dubai there is the Burj Al Arab Hotel and the Grand Hyatt Hotel. In France there is the City 
Hall in Amiens, which is the city hall in which I was married, so I am really pleased to see that that is lit up in 
pink. In Germany there is the Brandenburg Gate in Berlin. In India there is the Taj Mahal Palace Hotel in 
Mumbai. In Israel there are the remains of the Old City of Jaffa. In New Zealand there is Auckland’s Sky Tower, 
and the Riverside Entertainment Centre. In South Africa there is the Saxon Hotel in Johannesburg. In Turkey 
there is the Bosphorus Bridge and the Esma Sultan Yalisi in Istanbul. In the United Kingdom there are the 
Selfridges stores in London, Manchester, Trafford Park and Birmingham. In the United States there is the 
Empire State Building, the Rockefeller Center, the Pulitzer Foundation for the Arts building, and the Columbus 
Circle Fountain at the Time Warner Center, et cetera. 

This year in Western Australia, those buildings that are confirmed to be illuminated for this week are our own 
Parliament House, the Colonnade, Noranda Shopping Village, the Swan Bell Tower, Council House, the Old 
Mill in South Perth, the Perth Concert Hall, the Regal Theatre, the State Theatre, Trafalgar Bridge, Winthrop 
Hall at the University of Western Australia, the Water Labyrinth, Perth Arena, the Metro Hotel, the Doubleview 
water tower, King Edward Memorial Hospital, Cramer and Neill in Geraldton, the Cue shire building, the 
Western Australian Museum in Geraldton, the Geraldton police complex and the Cue Post Office. They are the 
buildings in Western Australia that will be lit up. This Thursday I know that a number of my colleagues are 
attending a breakfast at Crown Casino called the “Touch of Pink” breakfast to help raise funds for the Perth arm 
of Global Illumination. 

I would like to put on record my thanks to Jenny Rogers, who is the chair of the Perth Global Illumination. I 
have known Jenny for a number of years. When I first became a member of Parliament, she came to me and said, 
“I’d love it if we could light up Parliament House in pink.” I said, “Well, leave it with me and I’ll see what we 
can do.” I was lucky enough to be in touch with Mr Ed Happe of the Global Construction Services Ltd group. He 
very kindly provides the cherry picker and the manpower required to install the coloured gel that goes on the 
lights at the front of Parliament House. This is the third year that he has done that for me, but it is with the kind 
permission of our Presiding Officers that we do that. 

Members, if this week we could just take a moment to think about that as we leave the building and look at that 
beautiful pink colour of this beautiful Parliament House building — 

Hon Phil Edman: Let’s leave it the way it is. It looks nicer. 

Hon LIZ BEHJAT: I agree; it is lovely. But it is a timely reminder that although we have made several inroads 
into the treatment of breast cancer and we are doing some really great work, and some fabulous research is being 
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done throughout Australia and the world into that, it still has not gone away. So I encourage everybody to do 
what they can to support Global Illumination. 

House adjourned at 10.04 pm 

__________  
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